Understanding and Analyzing David Foster Wallace’s Speech “This is Water”
1. According to David Foster Wallace, what is true about the most obvious, important realities?
2. What would most likely be the religious guy’s response to the atheist’s final remark?
3. What is arrogant about the atheist’s remarks?
4. What is the atheist’s and religious dogmatists’ problem?  What metaphor does DFW use to describe this problem?
5. According to DFW what is our “default setting?”
6. Does DFW see death as only a physical condition? If not, what else does he view death as?
7. What is the tone of DFW’s paragraph on “the average adult day?”  What are some of the words he uses to create this tone?  What is the purpose of such a tone?
8. Traffic jams and crowded aisles give us time to do what?
9. Why does DFW respond to the loud applause from the audience the way that he does?  How did he probably feel about eliciting such a reaction from the crowd?
10. Why does DFW insist he is not giving the audience moral advice?  Do you believe him?  Why or why not?
11. What leads you to consider only annoying and miserable possibilities?
12. What is the freedom of real education?
13. Explain what DFW means when he says there is no such thing as atheism.
14. According to DFW, real education has to do with what?
Applying DFW’s “This is Water” to Oedipus Rex
What would DFW, based on the ideas posited and explored in his speech, say about Oedipus and Oedipus’ relationship towards knowledge, education, and the world?  Use at least 2 examples/quotes from both DFW’s speech and Oedipus Rex to support yourself.



