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The Most Dangerous Game Reading Guide
Answer the following questions on a separate sheet of paper and staple this sheet on top.
1. What is the name of the island Whitney talks about at the beginning of the story?  Does it sound like a place you would like to visit?  Why or why not?
2. What does Rainsford think is the best sport in the world?  How does Whitney respond to this?
3. What 2 classes is the world made up of according to Rainsford?
4. How does the character of the old Swede add to the story’s suspense?  Give an example.
5. Describe Rainsford (what kind of guy is he?).  Give examples from the story that support your characterization.
6. What happens to Rainsford after he hears the gunshots?
7. How is the Caribbean Sea described?  What could this description foreshadow?
8. Why does Rainsford go in the direction of the gun shots he heard earlier?
9. Does the house Rainsford finds seem inviting?  Give examples of why or why not.
10. Describe the man who answers the door.
11. Describe the General Zaroff.
12. How does Zaroff make Rainsford uncomfortable while they eat together?
13. What do Rainsford and Zaroff mean when they say “game?”
14. What does Rainsford think is the most dangerous big game?  Does Zaroff agree?
15. What game do you think Zaroff thinks is the most dangerous?
16. After he hunted jaguars in the Amazon, how did Zaroff feel about hunting?  Why?
17. How is suspense created by the author when Zaroff begins talking about his “new animal?”
18. How does Rainsford react when Zaroff reveals his new game?
19. What word does Zaroff find so unpleasant?
20. How does Zaroff view himself?  What are some famous/historical examples of people who have felt this way?
21. How does Zaroff get his “game” on the island?
22. How do both meanings of the word “game” apply to the title?
23. How is Zaroff’s “game” unfair?
24. What does Rainsford find out once he gets to his room?
25. What does Rainsford’s refusal to hunt with and his refusal to stay silent about his visit to the island Zaroff say about Rainsford as a character?
26. Where does Rainsford hide from Zaroff?
27. Why does Zaroff smile while Rainsford is above him in the tree?
28. What type of conflict is at the center of the story now?
29. How does Rainsford hurt Zaroff?
30. What does Rainsford catch with the Burmese Tiger Pit?
31. Who falls victim to Rainsford’s knife trick?
32. Give one example of something Zaroff does to celebrate his “victory.”
33. What effect does the “game” have on Rainsford?

