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“The Cask of Amontillado” Reading Guide
1. From what perspective is the story written?
2. How does the narrator feel about Fortunato?  How do you know this?
3. How does the narrator want to punish Fortunato?
4. Does Fortunato know how the narrator feels?  How can you describe the narrator based on this?
5. What was Fortunato knowledgeable about?
6. What time of year does the story take place?
7. How does Fortunato feel about Luchesi?  Why does the narrator bring him up?
8. Who asks to go to the vaults?  And who refuses to go?
9. How does the narrator lure Fortunato into the vaults, and what does this tell you about him?
10. Why would the narrator request for Fortunato to be careful?
11. Why does the narrator mention Luchesi again?
12. What does the narrator prescribe to help Fortunato’s cough?  Why?
13. What family is the narrator a part of?
14. What does the narrator’s family motto have to do with the story?
15. Is the narrator a mason?  How do you know if he is or isn’t?
16. Why is the narrator carrying a trowel?
17. To where does the narrator lead Fortunato?  What does he do to him once he gets them there?
18. What happens to Fortunato as the narrator builds the wall?
19. What can you figure out about the narrator’s state of mind when he stops work to enjoy Fortunato’s cries?
20. How long ago did the story take place?
21. Based on the narrator’s actions at the end of the story, what do you think Fortunato did to him?
22. Why do you think Poe chose to set the story in the middle of Carnival?  How is that time period something you would not expect given the events of the story, and how is that time period good for the events of the story?
